
SITUATION REPORT NO.  7
INCIDENT NO. 98-001

DATE: June 29, 1998         TIME:  3:00 p.m.

TO: Governor Edward T. Schafer
State Capitol
Bismarck, ND 58505

1. NATURE OF DISASTER: Devils Lake Basin and eastern North Dakota flooding.

2. DEATHS AND INJURIES: No change from previous reports.

3. DAMAGES:  Heavy rainfall that occurred June 18 over the Devils Lake Basin caused the lake at
Creel Bay to rise to 1,444.65 feet on June 29, a 0.09-foot rise during the past nine days. During the
past week, rainfall in excess of one inch has been flowing through the marshy basin into Devils
Lake.  Hydrologists for the National Weather Service expect rainfall to cause the lake level to
fluctuate this summer.

Sargent County officials reported that a June 25 thunderstorm caused flash flooding in rural and
urban areas. Rainfall ranged from 1 to 5 ½ inches. Approximately 4 to 5 inches fell in the Cogswell
and Forman areas, and 5 ½ inches fell about four miles south of Cogswell. Approximately 80
homes in the city of Forman received storm water and sewage in their basements. Depths ranged
from one to six inches. City officials have decided to slow the flow of water coming into the main lift
station, which places six homes in the northwest part of the city at risk. However, if the water
wasn’t slowed, the town would have possibly lost its water and sewer service. City officials issued
strict water restrictions to help alleviate pressure on lift stations. In Cogswell, the city temporarily
lost electricity due to a lightning strike. Homes in the city also filled with water and sewage, ranging
from six inches to three feet. Standing water in Cogswell caused city streets to remain closed. The
city lift station, surrounded by nearly six feet of water, was sandbagged. A culvert was placed over
the lift station pumps to protect it. City crews pumped directly from three manholes in the city to
take the pressure off the lift station. The city water system was shut off, and crews tried to cap the
lift station pump. City officials held a meeting to discuss other relief efforts and decided to construct
an emergency ditch. Cogswell residents are utilizing the school shower facility. Additionally, N.D.
Highway 11, four miles east of its intersection with N.D. Highway 32, is inundated and closed to
traffic. The cities of Gwinner and Milnor were without power for 11 hours.

In McIntosh County, a June 25 thunderstorm with hail, ranging from pea-size to marble-size, caused
extensive crop damage to one farm east of Ashley. The McIntosh Emergency Manager tried to
sound the siren when notified of a funnel cloud just west of Ashley. However, the system failed to
operate properly and instead issued the fire call. The system is currently under repair.

Richland County officials also reported damages, which were caused when a severe storm system
on June 26 caused flooding in rural and developed communities, including Barney, Galchutt,
Hankinson, Lidgerwood and Wyndmere. The city of Hankinson reported severe water damage to lift
stations, residential areas and roadways. Overland flooding caused the temporary closure of
Highways 8, 10 and 11.  Rainfall amounts varied from 2 ½ to six inches with rural areas receiving
the most rainfall during an hour and one-half time period.   Lightning strikes and high winds of
approximately 60 miles per hour (mph) caused power outages in two portions of the county, and
several funnel cloud sightings were reported. The cities of Wahpeton and Fairmount reported that
downed trees impeded traffic. Rural farms, already coping with field saturated for the past two farms,
were the hardest hit. Straight-line winds contributed to an estimated crop loss of 30 to 50 percent.
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During the past week, Nelson County has received approximately three inches of rainfall in the
northern portion of the county and lesser amounts in the southern portion. Cropland has standing
water, raising concerns that crops will be impacted by disease, such as scab and wheat midge,
waterfowl depredation, and damage due to standing water. Cattle producers are concerned that
water problems are limiting sufficient grazing areas and impacting hay cropland. The Nelson County
Emergency Manager has requested that emergency grazing and haying be allowed on Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) lands.

Flash flood conditions occurred in Cass County as a result of the heavy rainfall that occurred June
18. Six streets were closed in Fargo, and some residents reported that sewers were backing up into
their homes because either lift stations failed or were overworked. West Fargo officials reported that
rainwater had infiltrated the city sanitary system.  Residents of Fargo and West Fargo were asked
to conserve on water usage due to sanitary problems. Red River Valley Fair officials postponed
grandstand events because of the rain-soaked grounds. Cass County agricultural officials report a
15 percent yield loss for 140,000 acres of wheat, soybeans and sugar beets.

On June 14, heavy rainfall measuring up to four inches caused crop damages north of Hillsboro,
according to the Traill County agriculture officials. Approximately 12,134 acres of corn, sugar beets,
dry beans, wheat and barley sustained an average yield loss of 10 percent.

Dickey County officials report that County Road 14 is under water in eight locations between N.D.
Highway 11 and County Road 3.  One farmer reported flood waters caused a basement wall to
collapse and flooded the basement. Pheasant Lake is flowing over its spillway. Gusty winds and
rain fall ranging from 1 ½  to 5 ½ inches contributed to gravel washes. Two tornadoes reportedly
touched down recently near the Merricourt area and west of Fullerton, but did not cause any
damages. The Emergency Manager received reports of hail.

4. RESOURCES:

LOCAL: No change from previous reports.

STATE: No change from previous reports.

FEDERAL: No change from previous reports.

5. VOLUNTEER ACTION:  The American Red Cross has developed a plan to provide ongoing recovery
assistance for Red River Valley residents in North Dakota and Minnesota. The agency has available
$4.3 million in donations designated for the flood relief effort. By June 5, the agency had already
provided disaster assistance relief to more than 11,900 families affected by flooding. The plan calls
for: conducting a public awareness campaign centering on the availability of disaster assistance;
hiring three caseworkers and a disaster specialist to conduct extensive outreach in flood-impacted
communities to identify individuals and families with disaster-caused needs; creating a Red River
Valley shelter plan; providing resources to assist communities to implement shelter and evacuation
plans; purchasing emergency response vehicles for delivering assistance to disaster victims; hiring
a volunteer trainer; funding mitigation efforts taken by families to protect their property; developing
and distributing a flood mitigation brochure; and training people in disaster preparedness.

In Sargent County, residents in the city of Cogswell helped with sandbagging efforts during the June
25 thunderstorm. Two representatives of the Minn-Kota Chapter of the American Red Cross are
assisting residents of Cogswell and the Forman Colby Trailer Park.

Members of Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Services (RACES) and SkyWarn provided assistance
during the June 25 storm in Richland County.

6. MAJOR ACTIONS: Public Officials’ briefings will be held June 30 and July 1 for representatives of 13
counties, the Spirit Lake Tribe and Turtle Mountain Band. A Major Presidential Disaster Declaration
was declared for these areas because of flood damages. The briefing schedule is as follows:
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June 30, 2 p.m.: A briefing will be held at the Eagles Club in Lisbon for representatives of Barnes,
Dickey, Ransom, Richland, Sargent and Stutsman Counties.

July 1, 2 p.m.: A briefing will be held at the Armory Meeting Room at the Ramsey County
Courthouse for Benson, Nelson, Pembina, Pierce, Ramsey, Rolette and Towner Counties and the
Spirit Lake Tribe and Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa.

At these briefings, officials from North Dakota Emergency Management will provide information
about the scope of the Public Assistance Program and outline procedures to follow when applying
for aid. In the weeks after the briefings, state and federal inspectors will schedule meetings with
local managers to inspect disaster-related damages. The 13 counties and two reservations are
eligible to apply for federal assistance to fund 75 percent of the approved costs for debris removal,
emergency protective measures, and repairing, restoring or replacing damaged public facilities. 
Disaster assistance may also be provided for damages to facilities owned by certain private non-
profit organizations providing governmental services.

Public Officials’ briefings will also be held for the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP). The
Major Presidential Disaster Declaration made HMGP funds available statewide. The briefing
schedule is as follows:

July 14, 1:00 p.m.:  Eagles Club in Lisbon.

July 15, 1:00 p.m.  Ramsey County Courthouse, basement meeting room, Devils Lake.

Because HMGP funds have been made available statewide, other Public Officials’ briefings may be
scheduled in other locations.

On June 26, 21 state and federal officials met in Bismarck at a State/Federal Long Term Recovery
Meeting. Participants discussed using the team approach to leverage all available state and federal
funding for much needed hazard mitigation projects.

Community Relations staff for the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) will be meeting
with local government officials in the 13 disaster-declared counties and two Indian Reservations
during the week of July 5-11. These meetings will follow the Public Officials’ briefings conducted for
the Public Assistance Program. Community Relations staff will be accompanied by Public
Assistance and HMGP staff. They will be available to answer questions that officials may have in
reference to the HMPG and Public Assistance Programs. More meetings will be scheduled after the
HMGP Public Officials’ briefings.

The National Guard was scheduled to conduct an aerial surveillance flight on June 29 of Sargent
County for local officials and representatives of North Dakota Emergency Management, N.D. State
Water Commission and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture has declared six North Dakota counties – Cass, Pembina,
Richland, Sargent, Traill and Walsh -- eligible for Emergency Loan Assistance These counties are
contiguous counties to either South Dakota counties impacted by severe storms, tornadoes and
flooding, or Minnesota counties where losses and damages occurred because of winter and spring
blizzards, spring flood waters, excessive rainfall, crop diseases and insect infestation.

The Sargent County Commission has signed a resolution urging the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
to proceed with plans to clean the Wild Rice River of debris to alleviate flood problems burdening
landowners.

In Cass County, N.D. Department of Transportation, local law enforcement and public works crews
for the city of Fargo and West Fargo provided assistance during flash flooding conditions that
occurred June 18.
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During the June 25 storm, the Richland County Law Enforcement Center opened a shelter for
approximately 14 people stranded by the storm. Local fire departments and Ottertail Power restored
power to residents, road monitoring and debris removal. Road and public works crews in Hankinson
worked to divert water away from the lift station.

7. ASSISTANCE NEEDED: City of Forman officials have requested six additional travel trailers for
residents of Colby Trailer Park.  The city has already obtained four travel trailers to house individuals
displaced by flooding. City of Cogswell officials have also requested two travel trailers for flood-
displaced residents. These trailers, obtained from the National Guard through N.D. State Surplus,
were located in North Dakota by FEMA as part of the 1997 spring flood recovery efforts.

North Dakota Emergency Management has requested technical and equipment assistance from the
St. Paul District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, for Sargent County. Assistance requested
includes guidance for local officials for addressing the high water affecting both of the cities of
Forman and Cogswell.  The equipment assistance is for 2,000 sandbags and two 16-inch crisafulli
pumps to pump water from the west side of N.D. Highway 32 to the east side. The National Guard
will transport the pumps from Valley City to Forman.

8. OUTSIDE HELP ON SCENE: No change from previous reports.

9. OTHER: The next State Flood Coordination Center meeting is scheduled for 1:30 p.m., July 16,
1998, at the Ramsey County Courthouse basement meeting room.

__________________________________
Douglas C. Friez, State Director


